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BUDGET BLUES 


CAMPUS TALK 
Recruitments and state 
politics are hot topics 
Page 3 


Teachers restive 
over meagre grants Rg 1,83 crore from UGC 


Manoj Sadula, Sunita Reddy 
and Yashoda J. 


In a massive show of strength, 
Osmania University’s teaching 
staff staged a ‘Maha Dharna’ 
protesting the meagre alloca- 
tion of funds in the recent State 
budget, and demanded that the 
Government settle their long- 
pending demands. 

Over 500 teachers assembled 
in front of the Administrative 
block holding placards that de- 
cried the way the newly-elected 
Government was toeing the 
line of the previous Govern- 
ments in terms of budgetary al- 
locations to the University. The 
teachers resented the govern- 
ment’s apathetic attitude to- 
wards the University in general 
and the teaching and non- 
teaching staff in particular. 

Giving details, Prof.B.Satya- 
narayana, Chairman, Telan- 
gana State University Teachers’ 
Association, said that their re- 
peated pleas for a hike in the al- 
location fell on deaf ears and 
they were forced to go on 
strike. 

He said that the government 
had earmarked just Rs. 170.12 
crore to the University as in the 
previous years, while the actual 
requirement stood at Rs. 331.55 
crore. The allocations for other 
universities in the State too re- 
mained the same as in the pre- 
vious years, while the 
requirement is much higher, he 
pointed out. 

Andhra Pradesh Govern- 
ment, on the other hand, more 


than doubled the outlay from 
Rs. 130.38 crore to Rs. 292.64 
crore. 

The Joint Action Committee 
of Teaching and Non-teaching 
Staff Associations of Telangana 
Universities said in a statement 
that in all, Osmania University 
needs a minimum of Rs. 16 
crore to disburse pensions and 
terminal benefits to the teach- 
ing and non-teaching staff. The 
University, despite the Govern- 
ment of India order to settle 
the pension and pensionary 
benefits on the day of retire- 
ment, is notin a position to do 
so due to the shortfall. 

Further, the University’s total 
commitment to pay the UGC re- 
vised pay scales, arrears 2006, 
is Rs. 78.37 crore while only Rs 
50.16 crore has been paid and 
there is a need for Rs. 28.21 
crore. The commitment to- 
wards payment of pension ar- 
rears is Rs. 43 crore. 

Raising several issues, for- 
mer Professor and Dean of Fac- 
ulty of Arts P.L.Vishweshwar 
Rao said that the University 
needed a minimum of Rs. 520 
crore to meet all its financial 
needs. He observed that the 
block grant should be hiked by 
25 per cent every year due to 
commitments following retire- 
ments of staff. Citing his case, 
he said that he had not been re- 
ceiving his pension since Janu- 
ary 2014. 

On condition of anonymity, a 
retired Professor who has been 


Continued on Page 2 
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NEW STATE, NEW BEGINNINGS 
Remembering lesser known icons of 
Telangana in our Telugu section. 


OES 


RECOGNITION RENEWED 


Hima Bindu Duggirala 


here’s good news for the 
" eezarient of Communi- 

cation and Journalism, 
which is celebrating 60 years of 
its existence this year. It has re- 
ceived the approval of the Uni- 
versity Grants Commission 
(UGC) for a sum of Rs. 1.83 
crore for activities planned 
under the Centre for Advanced 
Study (CAS). 

Under CAS Phase-II, which 
runs from 2014 to 2019, the de- 
partment plans to undertake 
research, establish a media 
credibility lab and documenta- 
tion centre, and strengthen in- 
frastructure to keep pace with 
the industry requirements. 

Speaking to Osmania 
Courier, Prof. Karnam Naren- 
der, Coordinator, CAS - II, said 
that this would add a lot of 
value to the department in 
terms of infrastructure. 

“We have pitched for Rs. 2.23 
crore and the UGC was kind 
enough to sanction Rs 1.83 
crore. Now, we'll have an upgra- 
dation of both infrastructure 
and equipment,” he said. 

The proposed media credibil- 
ity lab would create a media 
credibility index to gauge the 
performance of the media, be- 
ginning with newspapers. The 
results would be published in 
the form of periodic reports. 

Described as one-of-its-kind 
in the country, the lab is being 
set up with the hope of provid- 
ing inputs that help the media 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 
Inside stories from 60 
years of Journalism 
department. Page 5 


Journalism CAS gets 
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Prof. K. Nageshwar, Member, Telangana Legislative Council, inaugurates the e-Classrooms 
in the Department of Communication & Journalism, Osmania University, on September 
18. On his right are Prof. Maimoona, Dean, Faculty of Arts, and Prof. T. Krishna Rao, 
Principal, Arts College, while Prof. K. Stevenson and Prof. B. Balaswamy look on from his 
left. The classrooms were renovated at a cost of Rs. 10 lakh under the MLC Local Area 
Development Scheme. PHOTO: CHAND AHMED 


strengthen their credibility 
while also upholding their free- 
dom. 

The CAS also proposes to 
open a Mass Communication 
Documentation Centre that 
compiles indices and prepares 
bibliographies, abstracts and 
monographs related to the sub- 
ject. 

This is expected to bridge the 
resource gap as there is cur- 





rently no body nationally to 
document the knowledge re- 
sources on media and allied 
subjects. The output of the doc- 
umentation centre would be 
made publicly accessible. 

“Every resource and input of 
the journalism hub will be 
made available online. All a 
person has to do is to get a one- 
time registration done,’ said 
Prof. Narender. 


In 2008, Osmania University’s 
Journalism department be- 
came the first in the country to 
be conferred the status of Cen- 
tre for Advanced Study in Jour- 
nalism by the University Grants 
Commission. 

The Department has lined up 
a series of events throughout 
this year to mark its Platinum 
Jubilee. 


Saas 











‘Think afresh and join the dots’ 


Budding journalists get advice from senior professionals at two-day Film Festival 


Courier Bureau 


t was an immersion into a variety 

of perspectives over two days for 
100 students and other members of 
the audience, as films and panel dis- 
cussions competed to offer insights 
into society through glimpses of lives. 

The film festival, organised by the 
Department of Communication & 
Journalism in collaboration with the 
International Association of Women 
in Radio & Television (IAWRT) India 
and THEfdZONE, saw 17 films of vari- 
ous lengths screened and profession- 
als giving their take on the ‘hows’ and 
‘whys’ of films, media and society. 

According to Allam Narayana, 
Chairperson, Telangana Press Acad- 
emy, globalisation is leading to 
monolithic cultures. “As communities 
lose their land, they lose their liveli- 
hood, environment and their cul- 
ture,” he said. 

“The world today is divided into the 
dispossessed on the one hand and the 
wealthy on the other. The question 
before us is whether the governments 


of the day are on the side of the dis- 
possessed or on the side of Multi-Na- 


mentary filmmaking has to be a col- 
laborative process that brings together 
the filmmakers, the themes and their 
viewers, leading to a more layered un- 
derstanding of social reality. 

C. Vanaja, journalist, broadcaster 


and documentary filmmaker, spoke 
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Allam Narayana, Chairperson, Telangana Press Academy, wants to link 
Journalism departments with media organisations. Here, he addresses 
students and participants at the film festival. PHOTO: CHAND AHMED 


tional Corporations,” he continued. 
Emphasising the need to hone the 


skills of new entrants into the profes- 
sion, Narayana said he would work to 
link journalism departments of Os- 
mania University and Potti Sriramulu 
Telugu University with media organi- 
sations. 

Addressing students and partici- 
pants, Uma Sudhir, Resident Editor, 
NDTV Hyderabad, advised journal- 
ism students to learn to tell a story 
from a woman's perspective. “The ad- 
vantage with telling a story from a 
womans perspective is that the story 
tends to be emotionally engaging.” 

She also asked students to think of 
new ways of telling stories. “Each 
generation has many new ways of 
story-telling open to them. Look for 
creative ways of story-telling.” She 
emphasised the importance of the va- 
riety platforms available today on the 
Internet. 

Dr. Hrishikesh Ingle, Film Studies 
Department, English and Foreign Lan- 
guages University, spoke of the 
process of making documentaries. He 
said, as a social intervention, docu- 


about her journey as a documentary 
filmmaker. She narrated how as a 
journalist she observed that the 
mainstream media often ignored 
many stories of greater significance 
to the people. She emphasised the 
importance of integrity for a docu- 
mentary filmmaker to be trusted by 
the community and to represent the 
issues with honesty and warmth. 

Saraswati Kavula, documentary 
filmmaker and social activist, spoke 
of the complex and interconnected 
nature of themes like nuclear energy, 
displacement of the poor from irriga- 
tion project areas and issues like ille- 
gal mining. She narrated her 
experiences in documenting such is- 
sues and using the films as a tool for 
raising public awareness. 

The short films and documentaries 
were selected from India, Philip- 
pines, Morocco, and Iran and cov- 
ered a wide range of themes 
including untouchability, globalisa- 
tion, climate change, traditional 
crafts, women, and acid attacks. 
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NUTSHELL 


Cry for jobs gets shrill 


Courier Bureau 


Discontent is brewing among a 
section of the students over the 
inordinate delay in notifying 
jobs by the newly-elected TRS 
government. 

The ‘Chalo Assembly’ pro- 
gramme on 17 November 
under the auspices of Joint Ac- 
tion Committee of Jobless, is 
an indication of the pent-up 
among the students, who gave 
muscle to the T agitation. The 
statements from the TRS Gov- 
ernment are in fact adding fuel 
to the anger of the students 
who are now demanding that 
the Government deliver on its 
promises. 

The Government and the stu- 
dents were on a collision course 
immediately after the govern- 
ment took over and announced 
the regularisation of all con- 
tractual jobs. Sinking all differ- 
ences, several student groups 
unitedly organised a sit-in agi- 
tation for several days and fol- 
lowed it up with an indefinite 
fast. 


Continued from Page 1 


doing the rounds of the offices 
of the University regretted that 
he was driven into such a situa- 
tion after spending 40 years of 
his precious life serving the 
cause of higher education and 
the students. He said he was ap- 
palled at the indifferent attitude 
of the University and the Gov- 
ernment to resolve financial is- 
sues. The meagre allocation 
reflects the lack of focus on de- 
veloping human resources, he 
added. Another non-teaching 
staff member said that the Gov- 
ernment was concerned more 
about the welfare measures 
aimed at garnering votes and 
not University staff which 
fetches it not more than a few 
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Students, especially 
those who have 
passed out, are 

agitated that they are 
losing time and 
age is fast catching up 
with them 


The students were hoping 
that the Government would 
issue notifications but nothing 
has come so far. The Govern- 
ment on the other hand seems 
to be beset with its own prob- 
lems where staff distribution is- 
sues are yet to be resolved. In 
the absence of a clear picture, 
students are spending their 
time preparing for Central Gov- 
ernment exams. 

Also, there is confusion 


among them over the observa- 
tions of senior ministers that 
the pattern for Group II serv- 
ices and other exams is likely to 
be overhauled. Nevertheless, 
they are preparing for the 
above exams. 

Students, especially those 
who have passed out, are agi- 
tated that they are losing time 
and age is fast catching up with 
them and they may not be eligi- 
ble for jobs even if the notifica- 
tions are issued. 

Though a few enterpresing 
ones are looking at the private 
sector as an option, a majority 
are fixed about getting into gov- 
ernment jobs as they offer se- 
curity and they can work in 
their respective districts, far 
from the urban pressures. 

Certain political parties, in 
order to get back at the govern- 
ment have been describing the 
promises of the Government 
on employment generation as 
“empty rhetoric lacking in sub- 
stance.” These remarks are also 
adding to the restlessness 
among the students. 
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Airing their grievances: Faculty members at the Administrative 
Building on Nov. 13. PHOTO: MANOJ SADULA 


thousand votes. Prof. Kodan- 
daram, Convenor, Political Joint 
Action Committee also spoke. 


Earlier, the teachers took out a 
rally from Engineering college 
to the Administration building. 


Our University 
needs us, now 


Shaikh Chand Ahmed 


Osmania University (OU) is Our 
University. Today, its reputation 
as one of the leading Universities 
in the country is at stake. Our uni- 
versity is losing its charisma and 
its brand value is being dented. 
We, being a part of this historic 
university, should set a bench- 
mark for the future generations. 


VIEWPOINT 


The University has over the 
years earned a reputation among 
students that it’s the best place to 
study and to make great careers. 
Both local and foreign students 
have the same opinion. A student 
from Afghanistan, who doesn't 
want to be named, says that they 
come here to get a degree be- 
cause Osmania has a brand repu- 
tation in their country. Many 
students are upset that the exams 
are always delayed and they had 
to wait and wait to go back to 
their country. 

To what extent are we preserv- 
ing the University’s reputation is 
the question before us. Is it not 
time to move on from protest 
mode to persevere mode? A stu- 
dent comes to the university to 
study and score well and have a 
bright future, but the scenario 
changes as soon as he steps into 
this university. He is greeted with 
protests, strikes, dharnas, etc. 





How do these fit in with the 
meaning of a university? 

As I said above, we should un- 
derstand that it’s not ‘Osmania 
University’ but it’s Our University, 
and we have to take the responsi- 
bility to maintain its dignity and 
reputation. And we should en- 
sure that our university prospers 
and retains its goodwill amongst 
students. How do we do that? It’s 
very simple. We have to follow 
the rules and regulations set by 
the University. We should not try 
to change the almanac as per to 
our whims and fancies, because 
it affects everyone’s future. 

A student is always desperate 
to study in a university. But as 
days are passing Our University is 
losing its charm for reasons that 
are hardly appropriate. As stu- 
dents, we should understand that 
after taking admission into the re- 
spective courses, we should now 
take an oath that we will follow 
the rules and regulations set by 
the university and will gain the 
University’s goodwill back and 
will make our university prosper 
and progress in each and every 
aspect. 

We should be thankful to the 
Nizam who thought many years 
ahead of his time and gave us this 
wonderful gift in the form of uni- 
versity. We cannot think like him 
but we should at least respect 
what we have and preserve its pu- 
rity and dignity. 


Prof. Mallesh 
moves to TSCHE 


Pe Mallesh Sankasala, 
former Principal and the 
current Vice Chairman, 
Telangana State Council of 
Higher Education was felici- 
tated as 
‘ part of 
the Facul- 
ties’ 
Golden 
= Jubilee 
Celebra- 
tions on 
August 


25, at 
Prof. Mallesh Poon 


Sankasala minhiek 


57, Arts college. Recalling his 
association with the former 
principal, S.V Satyanarayana, 
then Principal, UCASS, said 
that “Prof. Mallesh is living 
proof to say that the one who 
excels as a student can excel 
as a teacher at a later 
stage.’In addition, he ex- 
claimed that this special day 
will be remembered as it has 
taken place after the birth of 
the new state of Telangana 
and also its State Council of 
Higher Education. 

Prof. Krishna Reddy, Direc- 
tor, Indian Council of Social 
Science Research - South Re- 
gional Centre, said that it's 
ones own natural choice of 
consistency that catapults 
people to elevated positions 
and Prof. Mallesh is te right 
example. 

Prof. Laxmaiah, Chief War- 
den, Hostels and Messes, 
lauded Prof Mallesh for his 
understanding of the society 
though he hailed from a vil- 
lage. He’s one person who 
has multiple skills. Being 
good-hearted adds an extra 
flavour.” -- Hima Bindu Dug- 
girala 


‘Graduate into a 
new league’ 





Prof, BI. Seetha, Principal, University College for Women, 


looks to call the next name as Ms. Hephsiba Korlapati, IAS 
officer, presents gold medal and Certificate to a student. 


G. Shirisha 


The lush green lawns and the 
imposing British architec- 
ture of the University College 
for Women, Kothi, played 
host to its 10th Annual Mini 
Convocation on August 7, as 
the NCC band and the pleas- 
ant evening made for a per- 
fect ambience. 

A total of 620 students re- 
ceived their degrees from the 
guests of honour --- KV. Ra- 
mana Chary, advisor to the 
Government of Telangana, 
and Hephsiba Rani Korlap- 
ati, an IAS officer and an 
alumna of the College. Four 
students were awarded gold 
medals. 

Addressing the students, 
Mr. Chary recalled his long 
association with Osmania 


University, first as a student 
and later as a scholar. He de- 
scribed how he could finally 
fulfil his dream of complet- 
ing his PhD after his retire- 
ment in 2009. 

Mr. Chary urged the stu- 
dents to get inspired by Ms. 
Hephsiba, an alumna of the 
college who is currently 
posted as an Assistant Com- 
missioner at Basavakalyan in 
Bidar district of Karnataka. 
“Every student should take 
her as an inspiration and 
should dream of coming 
back to the college proudly 
as an IAS officer,’ he added. 

Making his point about 
life, he recited an Urdu cou- 
plet:Zindagi sab kuch 
sikhati, Kabhi hasathi, kabhi 
rulathi. Jo har pal hasta, uske 
Sammne sar jhukathi. 


FACULTY NEWS 


Prof. Krishna Rao 
is Principal, Arts 
College 


rof. T. Krishna Rao from 

the Department of Philos- 
ophy took over as the new 
Principal of the University 
College of Arts & Social Sci- 
ences, Osmania University, 
on September 1. 


bh 
Prof. T. Krishna Rao 


The position fell vacant 
after the serving Principal, 
Prof. S. Mallesh, was selected 
as one of the two vice chair- 
men of the newly set up 
Telangana State Council of 
Higher Education on August 
8. 

Prof. S.\V. Satyanarayana, 
who attained superannuation 
on August 31, served as the 
in-charge Principal in the in- 
terim. 

Speaking to Osmania 
Courier,Prof. Rao indicated 
that improving the academic 
atmosphere in Arts College 
was his priority. He appealed 
to the students to “make use 
of the available resources” 
and asked all faculty mem- 
bers “to be available during 
working hours”. Earlier, Prof. 
Rao held the position of Di- 
rector of Admissions, among 
others. -- Haritha Busarapu 


See Page 6 
for more news 
from the Departments 


MARKS MATTER 








Warm farewell for 
Prof. SV. 
Satyanarayana 


|O Gahaaaee is only in terms 
of age and not from re- 
search and academic pur- 
suits, said Prof. SV. 
Satyanaryana, senior profes- 
sor in the Department of Tel- 
ugu and in-charge Principal 
of Arts College, as he attained 
superannuation on August 
30, 2014. 


Prof. S.V. Satyanarayana 


Prof. Satyanarayana has 
served in the Telugu Depart- 
ment for 34 years and as 
Dean, Faculty of Arts. 

Recollecting his most 
memorable moments, Prof. 
Satyanarayana said, “I felt 
happy when some students 
recorded my lectures on their 
mobile phones.” 

He expressed concern over 
the state of Telugu language. 
“We are lagging behind in our 
mother tongue and the Gov- 
ernment should make Tel- 
ugu, compulsory from KG to 
PG like in Kerala and Tamil 
Nadu, where learning 
mother tongue is mandatory. 

He is the author of more 
than a dozen books, incuding 
‘Telangana Vimochana 
Udyama Sahityam’, ‘Visle- 
shana’, ‘Telugu Sahitya 
Veechika’, ‘May Day 
Kavithalu’, and ‘Aruna 
Kethanam’. -- Manoj Sadula 





Campus students oppose 
changes to CSAT 


N. Sunitha Reddy 


tudents of Osmania Uni- 

versity have come out 
strongly against the proposal 
to exclude marks scored in 
English language section in 
grading candidates in the 
Civil Services Aptitutde Test 
(CSAT). 

Ravi, a student of Univer- 
sity College of Arts and So- 
cial Sciences, said, “Though 
Iam from rural background, 
I want the government to 
test the candidates for Eng- 
lish skills in the Civil Serv- 
ices preliminary 
examination, so that we start 
preparing for English before 
the exam. A Class I officer is 
expected to know English of 
X standard level.” 

Several other students also 
responded saying the pre- 
cious time of the nation and 
its leadership was being 
wasted on a non-issue. 

“Tf ‘no’ to CSAT, then ‘no’ to 
National Defence Academy 
and all other UPSC exams,” 
Prudhvi, a student of Osma- 
nia University burst out. 
“The National Defence Acad- 
emy Entrance Examination 
carries 200 marks for Eng- 
lish. Now, even that should 
not be counted for determin- 
ing merit to become a De- 
fence Officer. Not only NDA 
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and CSAT, English is tested 
in almost all the Entrance 
Examinations in the world,” 
he said. 

Dayakar Reddy, father of a 
student, said, “If someone 
cannot solve X standard 
Maths and reasoning, they 
certainly should not find a 
place in the Civil Sevices. 
These are tested in almost 
every serious examination in 
the world and are essential 
to assess ones scholastic 
skills and are absolutely crit- 
ical for Civil Services.” 

On one side are students 
who will be writing the exam 
in English language and 
there are quite a few who are 
disappointed about the 
change and how it would ef- 
fectively knock off a poten- 
tially scoring section. On the 
other side, there are people 
in the Hindi belt still not sat- 
isfied with the change they 
see as cosmetic. 





Experts see new forms 
of state-business nexus 


Hima Bindu Duggirala and Shaikh Fayaz 


Societies in South Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East 
are seeing new ways in which 
power is negotiated between 
public and private interests. 
These new power systems 
in post-traditional societies 
are described as neo-patri- 
monialism, said Prof. Daniel 
Bach, faculty member, Cen- 





“State capture 
and oligarchy, 
are different 


forms of the tre Emile Durkheim, Sci- 
same basic ences Po Bordeaux, France. 
phenomenon: Addressing a seminar on 


Interaction of 
public-private 
interests” 


'Neo-patrimonialism: State- 
Business Nexus' organised by 
Indian Council of Social Sci- 
ence Research at Osmania 
University, Prof. Bach said neo-patrimonialism 
was like state capture and oligarchy. 

He said these were different forms of the same 
basic phenomenon of the way public and and pri- 
vate interests interact within a public sphere. Ac- 
cording to Prof. Bach, diversification of the 
state-business nexus is being observed in emerg- 
ing economies, especially in Africa. 

Concurring with Prof. Bach, Prof. Kodanda Ram 
said that patrimonialism is a political system of 
using the state and its resources for one's own pur- 
poses. “Neo Patrimonilism exists in the form of in- 
dividuals using the state for their respective 
benefits,” he noted. 

He said Africa has more traces of neo-patrimo- 
nialism than in any other part of the world, while 
in Latin America and Middle Asia, there is the cor- 
porates' self-interest that prevails and dominates 
the state of affairs. He said that is what one terms 
as ‘patrimonialisation of the state. 

Moving on to the origins of this political frame- 
work, Prof. Krishna Reddy, director, ICSSR, said 
that when we are living in a legal-rational political 
system, it is important to understand how power 
is getting personalised. 

“Origins of this idea of the social structure are 
tied to the roots of caste,’ he stated, adding that 
patrimonialism of the peasantry state doesn't in- 
voke anxieties but that of the legal rational system 
does. 

Asked about crony capitalism, Prof. Bach told 
Osmania Courier: “The main idea is capitalism it- 
self and not really cronyism.” He added that the 
idea emerged after 2005 and that he had never 
heard the term being used before. 

Questioning the use of the phrase ‘emerging 
economies’, Prof. Bach said, “Emergence is not a 
concept. It is aterm that is used because we, at the 
moment, have the incapacity to conceptualise 
what's going on.” 


SCROLL 


Historian Bipan Chandra 
fondly remembered 
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Prof. Shanta Sinha speaks at a workshop on ‘Life and Times of Prof. Bipan 
Chandra, at Arts College on October 21. PHOTO: TEOPOLINA 


Triptika Basu 


It was a walk down memory lane on 
October 21 at the New Seminar Hall in 
Arts College, as faculty members and 
history buffs recounted tales of their 
association with noted historian of 
modern India, Prof. Bipan Chandra. 

Stanford-educated Prof. Chandra 
worked in Jawaharlal Nehru Univer- 
sity almost since its formation in the 
1970s, and passed away on August 30, 
2014 at the age of 86. 

Speaking at the workshop on 'Re- 
membering Prof. Bipan Chandra, or- 
ganized by the Department of 
History, Prof. G. Satyanarayana said, 
“Bipan hailed from a rural back- 
ground and went on to become a leg- 
endary professor. In addition to being 
a great scholar, he was humane and 
affectionate and wrote in a simple 
style.” 


Prof. Shanta Sinha recalled his 
words, "If you want to change the 
country, Marx alone won't help." She 
said that Prof. Chandra showed that 
the Indian national movement was a 
rationalist movement. 

Objective analysis of history was 
his contribution that made him pop- 
ular, according to Prof. K. Srinivasan. 
He formed the grand monarchy of In- 
dian history.Most of the speakers de- 
scribed Prof. Chandra as a man “full 
of energy” and underscored his “fine 
scholarly work.” 

Among Prof. Chandra’s books are 
History of Modern India (2009), India 
Since Independence (2008), Essays on 
Colonialism (1999), Communalism in 
Modern India (1984), Freedom Strug- 
gle (1972), The Rise and Growth of 
Economic Nationalism in India 
(1966), among others. 
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All eyes on TPSC 
notification 


smania University is 

known for its students 
who fight for many social 
causes. But this time the 
burning issue is TPSC, or 
Telangana Public Service 
Commission, as the govern- 
ment is planning to fill the 
vacancies in various depart- 
ments through TPSC. Espe- 
cially this year, we find many 
graduates who have passed 
out over the last few years 
and are eagerly waiting for 
employment. Students in the 
campus focus mainly on 
Group II, Sub Inspectors, 
Civil Services, and other 
public sector recruitment 
exams. 

It’s three months since the 
new government has been 
formed. The jobless are ea- 
gerly waiting for the job noti- 
fications. The state 
government's promise to 
provide one lakh govern- 
ment jobs has raised a lot of 
hopes among students. The 
Chief Minister K. Chan- 
drashekar Rao even asked 
everyone to get ready. Many 
students have started 
preparing for these exams 
seriously and we find many 
coaching centres around the 
campus quite full. -- Manoj 
Sadula 


* * 


Govt. under 
scanner 


nother staple topic of 

discussion is the state 
government's policies. The 
major issue is the deaths of 
farmers. The view among 
students is that the govern- 
ment failed to give eight 
hours electricity to the farm- 
ers as promised. So people 
were quite disappointed on 
this issue. 

Regularisation of contract 





employees in posts like Jun- 
ior Lecturer, Degree Lec- 
turer and other gazetted 
posts is another hot topic. 
Students say that they are 
not opposing regularization 
of group IV employees and 
other lower posts. - Manoj 
Sadula 
* 


* 


Boarders find it 
tough to get their 


foot in the door 


Hes; in OU were very 
good before Telangana 
agitation, with systematic 
rules and regulations. Now, 
sO many organizations have 
been formed. These domi- 
nate the hostel management 
and occupy many rooms. Be- 
cause of this, many students 
who have got admission in 
the campus remain with no 
rooms and they are 'adjust- 
ing' with other friends. 
There is no peaceful atmos- 
phere in hostels. The leaders 
of the 'organizations' 
threaten boarders, while 
they enjoy hostel facility 
with no admission and free 
of cost. 

Messes are somewhat ok 
but not really good. In C- 
mess, there are not provid- 
ing enough curd. Chicken 
tastes good but is served in 
small amounts to students. 
Water facility is good but 
maintenance of bathrooms 
is the worst, except in PhD 
hostels. --B. Hareesh 

* * * 


Students miss 
regular VC 


| ees of a regular vice 
chancellor also occupies 
students minds. They say 
that due to absence of regu- 
lar VC, students and em- 
ployes are facing problems 
in administration. - Manoj 
Sadula 





Can Tulsi remove 
fluoride from water? 
It depends. 


ulsi (holy 

basil) is 
known for its 
medicinal prop- 
erties. It con- 
tains a number 
of beneficial 
compounds 
such as phyto- 
chemicals, 
which possess 
anti-bacterial, 
anti-viral, anti- PRs 
oxidative and - 
adaptogenic properties. Earlier stud- 
ies have suggested that Tulsi is effec- 
tive in removing 95 per cent fluoride 
from groundwater within 20 min- 
utes. 

To test this claim, researchers 
from the Department of Applied 
Geochemistry, Osmania University, 
and Department of Chemistry, MVSR 
Engineering College, collected 
groundwater samples with moderate 
to high concentration of fluoride 
from six locations in Nalgonda, 
Warangal and Karimnagar districts. 
The fluoride concentration was 
measured four times at intervals of 
one hour, after keeping the water 
samples in contact with Tulsi paste, 
leaves and liquid. 

The researchers report different 
results for different samples. In the 





Snippets from Science 


COMPILED BY 
SARITHA MASAPETA 


first sample from Nalgonda, there 
was no change in fluoride concentra- 
tion for the first three hours while it 
fell by 1 mg/l in the fourth hour; in 
the second sample, there was no 
change after four hours. In the two 
samples from Warangal, the fluoride 
level fell by 1-2mg/l in the first hour 
and returned to original levels after 
four hours. In Karimnagar samples, 
the fluoride concentration fell by 1-2 
mg/l in the first hour and remained 
there even after four hours 


Saroornagar lake 
turning acidic 


limate change and other changes 

in the physico-chemical environ- 
ment around a water body have a di- 
rect effect on the quality of water 
and the life forms it supports. The 





Saroornagar lake in Hyderabad was 
created for agricultural and drinking 
purposes in 1626. However, in the 
last 60 years, untreated domestic 
sewage, solid waste and industrial ef- 
fluents entered its catchment area 
and have become a threat to its very 
existence. 

Mary Esther Cynthia Johnson and 
Oliva Kezia Ruth from the Depart- 
ment of Botany at the Osmania Uni- 
versity College for Women have 
undertaken a study to measure the 
extent of dissolved chemicals in its 
waters. They collected water sam- 
ples from the lake once in a month 
during September 2011 -- August 
2012 and tested it for the presence of 
dissolved oxygen, alkalinity, bicar- 
bonates, chlorides, nitrites, phos- 
phates and oxidisable organic 
matter. 

The study found that pH (a meas- 
ure of hydrogen ion concentration in 
water, indicating whether it is acidic 
or alkaline) was at an average of 8.4. 
Comparing it to the pH value of 9.0 
in 1980, the authors conclude that 
the water is turning acidic. They also 
find a “drastic decline” in dissolved 
oxygen between 1980 (6.51 mg/l) and 
2012 (1.7 mg/l). The researchers re- 
port that bicarbonates, chlorides, 
and oxidisable organic matter did 


not fluctuate much during the same 
32-year period. However, nitrites and 
phosphates have increased alarm- 
ingly by 20,000 times and 4,500 times 
respectively. If this trend continues, 
the study says, the lake would be- 
come more eutrophic and die even- 
tually. 

While the erstwhile Hyderabad 
Urban Development Authority had 
taken up restoration measures, the 
filtration unit became dysfunctional 
within a few years. 


Documenting 
medicinal plants 





tis observed by ethno-botanists 

that animals heal themselves by 
eating particular plants when they 
are ailing. This is true even with do- 
mesticated animals. The animals se- 
lect the required plants accurately if 
they are available in the vicinity, and 
do not confuse them with other 
species that look very similar. This 
knowledge is inborn in animals as 
an instinct. It is assumed that early 


humans also had such knowledge. 
To what extent is this knowledge still 
present? 

N. Rama Krishna from SAP Col- 
lege Vikarabad along with research 
scholars Ch. Saidulu and S. 
Kistamma from Department of 
Botany, Osmania University, have 
undertaken a seven-year project to 
document various plants and their 
uses. The study recorded the tradi- 
tional medicine practices among 
tribal communities like Kolams, 
Naikpods, Pardhans, Gonds, Thotis, 
Chenchus and Mathuras from Adil- 
abad district. 

Here some of the plants whose 
leaves and fruits are used to treat dif- 
ferent diseases: 

The plant bearing the botanical 
name, Aegle marmelos (Linn.) Cor- 
rea (Rutaceae) and the vernacular 
name of Bilva, Patri helps cure ul- 
cers, maggot infested sores and 
opacity of cornea. 

Likewise, Andrographis paniculata 
(Burm. f.) Nees (Acanthaceae), also 
known as, Nelavemu vernacularly is 
known to cure Jaundice. 

Ageratum conyzoides Linn. (Aster- 
aceae), aka Gana gaaju, Cleome gy- 
nandra Linn. (Cleomaceae) known as 
Vaminta, Gymnema sylvestre (Retz.) 
R. Br. ex Schult. (Asclepiadaceae) 
known as Poda Patri, Caesalpinia 
bonduc (Linn.) Roxb. (Caesalpini- 
aceae) also called Gaccha are effective 
in curing kidney stones, infertility in 
women, gastric trouble and diabetes, 
and paralysis respectively, according 
to the paper. 
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Look at yourselves, media. You're no good. 


Hima Bindu Duggirala 


s I was going through my Face- 
Ave news feed that had some 

pictures of my friends, I just 
rolled my cursor over to read what the 
comments read. ‘Hawwt, ‘Sexxyy, 
‘Bomb and, another level up, ‘Mast 
cheez hai re tu’! 

If this is the way people choose to 
acknowledge beauty, I struggle to won- 
der if our generation has forgotten 
words like ‘pretty’, ‘beautiful’ and ‘ele- 
gant. This tendency to objectify 
women sexually is unbridled in this 
so-called modern era. This culture has 
gained momentum because of the ac- 
ceptance sexual explicitness gets in ad- 
vertising, films, magazines, music 
albums, and news --- which are 
broadly categorised as ‘media’. 

Some men also may view it as a 
form of female empowerment. They 
may argue, pointlessly, that there were 
times when women never saw the 
light of day and were only meant for 
kitchens and not Cabinets. So what’s 
the harm in women being ‘bold’? 

Well, of course we find that the very 
same ‘wise’ men who would not mind 
shelling out lakhs of rupees for their 
daughter’s marriage but are reluctant 
when it comes to her higher educa- 
tion. They are those ‘wise’ men who 
supposedly wouldn't mind the entire 
feminine gender going ‘bold’ but 
would resort to moral policing if it 
were their daughters. 

While one element of the society 
blames another for the increasing 
atrocities against women, media can- 


IN FIRST PERSON 


not pass the buck, for it contributes to 
a lion’s share of the patriarchal mind- 
set that views women merely as man- 
nequins on display. 

It’s quite well-known that media 
sprinkles some extra 'glamour' to gain 
TRP that eventually boosts its ad rev- 
enues. But I’m just too bothered not to 
question why media persons, who ha- 
rangue politicians for their sexist com- 
ments, themselves do not uphold 
ethics and morality? Why can't the 
same standard of responsibility be ex- 
pected of them? 

Moving onto Bollywood, another big 
influencing side of the mainstream 
media, which is notorious for regu- 
larly portraying protagonists more 
like molesters rather than heroes. 

The song ‘Jumme ki raat in the 
movie Kick, Salman Khan holds the 
skirt of the heroine with his teeth, 
amid a group of people dancing. Such 
things seem to be okay because the 
one who plays it is the ‘hero’, irrespec- 
tive of the zero that he is in reality. 
Munni and Sheela are more famous 
than Medha Patkar or Irom Sharmila. 
Bollywood, as a medium, is definitely 
a part of the compartment of culprits 
that is responsible for the regressive 
state of affairs today. 

Although Mr. Yo! Yo! Honey Singh 
has honey in his name, he spills 
venom through his lyrics that straight 
away percolates into the roots of pop- 
ular culture. And, we morons take ut- 
most joy in humming the his lines: 
“Blue eyes, hypnotise teri, kardi a 
mennu, 

I swear! Chhoti dress mein bomb 


Discovering India 


Karwan Ibrahim 


dian universities, there are many foreign stu- 


lagdi mennu, 
Glossy lips, uff yeah tricks, 
Baby lagdi e killer, 
Oh yeah oh yeah 
Katal kare tera bomb figure.” 


The advertising industry is yet an- 
other sly entity that very well knows 
the tricks of the trade. As I write this, I 
recall one of the many ads that takes 
pride in telling men that if they own a 
particular bike and they see hot girls 
come their way. 

The print media also has its own 
share in playing a spoiler, for we also 
see pictures of women on magazine 
covers without their identity revealed, 


Stop using 


Hima Bindu Duggirala 


The word ‘rape’, meaning a horrific 
act of sexually forcing oneself onto 
another, is conveniently changing 
into a causally used metaphor to 
sound ‘cool’. ‘The team completely 
raped their opponents in the cricket 
match’; ‘Why are you raping the food 
like that?’ are some of the many con- 
texts where I’ve come across the 
word ‘rape’ being very wrongly used. 

It appears that those who use this 
slang form of ‘rape’ imagine it to be a 
creative rhetorical expression to 
convey the force and roughness of 


thereby making it easier to see her 
only as a pound of flesh by completely 
wiping out her individuality that is 
communicated through her facial fea- 
tures, particularly her eyes. 

We also have lately seen how the yel- 
low media fed upon actresses Shweta 
Basu Prasad and Deepika Padukone. 
Why was the media in such merry to 
announce that ‘Shweta charged her 
clients Rs. 1 lakh’ but failed to throw 
light on the other side of the coin and 
to reveal who on earth those clients 
were? And why did the media sensa- 
tionalise a woman celebrity for their 
cheap benefits by going about tweet- 
ing, 'OMG! Deepika's cleavage show?" 


If a woman is clad in short skirts, 
she's asking for it; if she'd pass out at a 
party, she's asking for it; if she's not 
hyper-vigilant of what's happening 
around her, she's asking for it; even if 
she's hyper-vigilant of what's happening 
around her, still she is asking for it. This 
is what the media-fed rape culture 
looks like. This is what misogyny looks 
like. And, this is what happens when 
people who cease to get out of their pa- 
triarchal, misogynistic wells say that 
women need to be ‘empowered’. Until 
and unless ‘What’ is replaced with 
‘Why’, news-values will remain plain 
news without values and journalism re- 
mains generalism. 


‘rape’ in slang 


the work done. But by this 
unintentional misuse of the term, 
we're either glorifying the awful 
crime (associating the act of rape to 
winning or experiencing triumph) or 
trivialising and reducing the gravity 
of the crime, especially, the victim’s 
pain and suffering. 

In a male-dominant country like 
India, violence and crimes against 
women are taken with a laidback 
attitude. The loose ideological 
framework of our society blames the 
victim for being the victim and not 
the culprit for committing the crime. 
Even today, it is easy to question the 


SOCIAL MEDIA’S PROXY WAR 


In some, we stand as one 


daughters than to correct the sons. In 
this scenario, this metaphorical 
usage further pushes our society into 
the misogynistic waters and to take a 
crime like rape for granted. 

With sexual assaults on the rise, 
couldn’t we just be sensitive to the 
real context of a serious word like 
‘rape’? Why be so thoughtless as to 
equate it with losing an election ora 
sports match or even failing a test? A 
rape is a heinous crime. A rapist is a 
criminal. Using the ‘rape’ slang adds 
no glamour to one’s language but is 
shameful and disgusting. 


Ce from Sulaymany city in the Kurdish 
region of Iraq, it has been my dream to 
study abroad. So, when I graduated from the 
University of Sulaymany, I wanted to see an- 
other country and chose India. 

I love this country. What attracted me the 
most is its greenery. On the way from the air- 
port, on campus, and almost everywhere, there 
are big trees. When I was a child, I lived ina 
village and we had agriculture and cultivation. 
It brings back memories of trees and green 
fields. It also shows that people in Hyderabad 
are gentle and broadminded, because they love 
trees and flowers so much. I haven't seen any- 
one killing animals or birds since coming here. 

There are different religions, states and 
ideas in India and they live together and re- 
spect each other. I appreciate this so much. We 
are living in the West Asia, where there are 
many conflicts, battles, turmoil, killing and de- 
struction. Different nations and religions are 
unable to live together and they reject others. 
But I saw different communities and different 
religions living together in India. 

In Osmania University, one of the oldest In- 
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dents. There are some differences between the 
university system in my native country and 
India. In my country, there are no opportunt- 
ties for everyone to study Master’s. Only those 
in government services can study Master's, but 
in India, there is opportunity for all. Also, not 
only Indian, but foreign students can also 
study in India. 

In India, people like to read newspaper a lot. 
It’s not only intellectual, but normal people like 
students, workers, and drivers are seen reading 
newspaper. In my country, newspaper reading 
trend is going down so much. They are now 
using Internet and websites, instead of news- 
paper. Many newspapers and magazines have 
closed, because people are not buying and 
reading them. 

People in my country like to see Indian 
films, songs, and TV series so much. Some In- 
dian artists, actress and actors are very fa- 
mous, like: Daramandar [Dharmendra], 
Amitabh Bachan, Shah Rukh Khan, Mad- 
hubala, and the television series Lakshmi Bai is 
also very popular. Indian drama is telecast on 
some Kurdish TV channels and people like to 
see them, because Indian culture is close to 

their own cultures and 
Mm they love them. 
> m grew up asa poor 
Sa ese: child, I saw many diffi- 
“aad ~ ee culties in life, sol 
an A Saeaq wanted to choose a 
Eaves = poor county. Indiaisa 
poor country, but a 
| great country. I feel 
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as great lessons during my 
as stay in India, because 
" India has a deep his- 
tory and had great per- 


sons. There were some 
* © persons and leaders in 
“~~ India who could shake 
the world in a gentle 
and non-violent way. 
There are some great 
lessons for all of hu- 
manity, not only for 
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Palaparthi Srividya 


Su the Kashmir violence 
is a serious and sensitive 
topic that shouldn't be joked 
about, but Bilawal Bhutto's 
infamous “Laavange” speech 
did stir up an interesting tiff 
between the two countries. 

Not just on the political 
and defence front but the 
passive social head-butting is 
definitely innovative, intrigu- 
ing and undentably enter- 
taining. 

Social media went com- 
pletely gaga after the much 
hyped speech both in India 
and Pak. While #Kash- 
mirIsPakistan, #FreeKash- 
mirFromIndia, among other 
choice hashtags were trend- 
ing in Pakistan, India’s twit- 
terati fought back with their 
very own #YoBilawalSoDumb 
and #BuzdilPakistan. 

Pakistan’s social media 
maintained a serious and po- 
litical viewpoint in their 
hashtags while Indians being 
Indian came up with hilarity 


Bilawal says will take all of Kashmir 


* (PPP) Pakistan People’s Party 


even in one of the most seri- 
ous international political 
scenarios of the decade. So- 
cial media wars kept thriving 
in their place but the Internet 
soon flooded with rather of- 
fensive and yet solemnly hi- 
larious memes and jokes on 
this issue; specifically on 
Bhutto’s speech and person. 
Before anyone knew it the 
news of PPP official website 
being defaced by a group of 
Indian hackers hit the news. 
With the Indian flag plastered 
across the home page of the 
website, the hackers made it 
a point to poke the Pakistani 
Party really hard with jokes 
on their attempt to take over 
Kashmir. Pakistan retaliated 
by hacking a bunch of Indian 
websites. Although no seri- 
ous harm is done on either 
side, the competition to one 
up the other is amusing. 
Stand-up comedians in 
India suddenly have a brand 
new topic to joke about. In- 
dian corruption, snobby 
films, inherent misogyny, 


and traffic hate have re- 
mained the crowd favourite 
for years in stand-up comedy. 
However, Pakistan’s attempt 
on taking Kashmir seems to 
have brought in a barrage of 
prospects in comedy. 

One of the interesting com- 
ments by a travelling stand- 
up comedy group goes all in, 
challenging Pak. to take 
Kashmir by all means; only 
by paying for it in real estate 
value! 

All jokes apart, India-Kash- 
mir-Pakistan has been an 
thorny issue in terms of In- 
dian defence and politics. A 
little light at the end of the 
tunnel would be a respite to 
both countries indeed. 

Yes, religion, caste, states, 
and languages, even festivals 
pull us Indians apart on a 
normal day but irrespective 
of whether it has an impact 
on us we will always come to- 
gether to hate on Pakistan. 
Well, at least something is 
keeping us united. 








s the first journalism de- 

partment in the country, set 

up way back in 1954, the 

Department of Communi- 

cation and Journalism, Os- 
mania University, finds itself at 60 this 
year. The Department today is specially 
recognised for the quality education it 
imparts, equipped with the state-of- 
the-art infrastructure. 

Back in those days, Journalism - 
considered a mission during the free- 
dom movement - was just about 
emerging as a profession and inde- 
pendent India felt the need for trained 
young men and women in the craft. 
Around the same time, Osmania Uni- 
versity too had embarked on a major 
expansion, replacing Urdu with Eng- 
lish as a medium of instruction and of- 
fering courses in ‘new’ subjects like 
Statistics, Electronics & Communica- 
tion Engineering, French and German 
languages and of course, Journalism. 

The University got in touch with var- 
ious American Universities and acade- 
micians for help in setting up a 
separate department for Journalism. 
DeForest O'Dell, PhD from Columbia 
University, a veteran newsman and 
journalism educator from the US, was 
entrusted with the task. 

Dr. O'Dell came to India in 1954 as 
the founder and head of Osmania Uni- 
versity's Journalism department. He 
started with the introduction of 
diploma and certificate courses mainly 
to benefit reporters and sub-editors 
who were already working in several 
vernacular newspapers in Hyderabad. 

From the very first year of its com- 
mencement, the department ran a 
newspaper, The Osmania Courier. The 
first issue was edited by Krishna 
Murthy, a student of the first batch 
(1954-55). The Courier served as a 
newspaper for the campus community. 

The Journalism department was the 
envy of outsiders, as it boasted of a rich 
collection of foreign newspapers like 
The Daily Mirror, The Daily Telegraph, 
The Guardian, and thousands of books 
presented by the World Literacy Inc. 
Apart from that, it also had very good 
equipment of portable typewriters, 
16mm film projector for screening 
films, a collection of educational films 
on journalism and still cameras. 

Dr. O’Dell continued as head of the 
department until 1956 to ensure that 
the department stood on a strong foun- 
dation and later returned to Butler Uni- 
versity. The Department only grew on 
its strengths. 

* * 

For an entire generation of students, 
the Department is synonymous with 
Prof. Syed Bashiruddin, who served as 
a head for about 25 years. Apart from 
being an extraordinary teacher, he is 
also remembered for bringing an in- 
formal ambience to the classroom. 

Prof. Bashir believed in cordial rela- 
tions between teachers and students. 
He always preferred that everybody ad- 
dress him by his first name, cutting 
down on the honorifics. Smoking ciga- 
rettes and sipping tea in the class in his 
presence was not unusual. He was a 
stickler for accuracy of information 
and precision in use of English lan- 
guage. He encouraged a spirit of in- 
quiry and argumentation in the 
department. This informal atmos- 
phere could be one of the reasons why 
students got better and bolder, which 
showed when they stepped out into the 
real world of journalism. 

Prof. Bashir is also remembered for 
having introduced M.C.J. and M.Phil. 
programmes, and for his efforts in 
strengthening Osmania Courier. Dur- 
ing his tenure, the Department began 
to receive funding from the Unviersity 
Grants Commission under the Special 
Assistance Programme. With his good- 





DeForest O’Dell 





Prof. Syed Bashiruddin 


ANCHOR 


Scripting a 
Fine Destiny 


AS THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION & JOURNALISM 
TURNS 60, HIMA BINDU DUGGIRALA AND SHAIK JUNNED 
DELVE INTO ITS TIMELINE. 


will and popularity all over the country, 
he mentored and shaped many other 
departments in the country. 

Through the years of his association 
with the Department, Prof. Bashir 
went on several prestigious assign- 
ments. He became the Vice Chancellor 
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, 
Director of the Research Wing of the 
Film and Television Institute of India, 
Pune, and later served as India’s Am- 
bassador to Qatar. It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that he was brought 
great honour to the Department and to 
the University. 

* * * 

Another prominent name that many 
alumni recall is that of Prof. Abdur Ra- 
heem, who served as the head and co- 
ordinator of the Special Assistance 
Programme for quite some time. He 
was a great organizer and during his 
tenure he organised international con- 
ferences, national seminars, work- 
shops and educational tours. For him, 
Journalism stood apart from other 
courses. Prof. Raheem was known to 
be a counterpart of Prof. Basheer. 
While Prof. Basheer was a meticulous 
planner, Prof. Raheem was known for 
his non-conformist and unconven- 
tional attitude. He was a person who 
could stage a show, crossing all the 
odds, at short notice. 

For instance, at an event organised 
by the Department, two veteran jour- 
nalists, A.B.K. Prasad and Potturi 
Venkateshwar Rao (each of whom was 
a stalwart in his own right, which cre- 
ated problems of protocol for the or- 
ganizers) were invited to an orientation 
programme in the Department - the as- 
sumption being that at least one of the 
two would turn up. The guests did not 
have a clue about having to share the 
dais with each other. That being the 
scenario, none could quite predict who 
would arrive first. 

Expecting Mr. Prasad to arrive first, 
a welcome board was put up with his 
name at the entrance of the College of 
Arts and Social Sciences. To every- 
body’s disbelief, Mr. Rao arrived first, 
leaving many an eyebrow raised except 
that of Prof Raheem’s, who believed 
that if Plan ‘A’ was not up to snuff, one 
still has 25 other letters in the alphabet! 

Prof Raheem, a native of the fast 
lane, simply got the board flipped over 
and got another welcome message 
written that now had the right name. 
Such was his quick and inventive ap- 
proach in dealing with the unexpected. 

During Prof. Raheem’s tenure, edu- 
cational tours were still a part of the 
curriculum. One of the remarkable 
memories was when students of BC] 
had a tete-a-tete with the then Prime 
Minister, Indira Gandhi, during the 
Emergency. In the course of her inter- 
action with the students, Mrs. Gandhi 





announced her decision to lift restric- 
tions on the press. Leading national 
dailies featured the event prominently 
using the visit of the BCJ students of 
Osmania University as the news peg. 

Other than teaching, Prof. Raheem 
was also known for his networking and 
excellent contacts with many veteran 
politicians as well as practicing jour- 
nalists of his time. 

* * * 

Another significant name that 
strikes a chord is Dr. D.R. Mohan Raj. 
He was a memorable teacher known 
for his extraordinary communication 
skills. Having graduated with a doc- 
toral degree from the US in Creative 
writing and English Literature, his 
forte was feature writing. He taught 
students to excel in writing and kept 
their interest high in the art of journal- 
ism. Also an occasional Quiz Master, 
Dr. Mohan Raj believed in and encour- 
aged thinking out of the box. His lec- 
tures were never confined to the four 
walls and that is one of the main rea- 
sons why students of his could envis- 
age a world beyond books. 

Once, as he entered the classroom 
and immediately shut all the doors to 
ensure that nobody could sneak out. To 
everybody’s bewilderment, it was as- 
signment time! He would set a scenario 
for the students where they'd have to 
board a bus from the Arts College to 
the College of Law. He would continue: 
“Somebody in the bus yells to stop! 
Now, finish the story. All you have is 50 
minutes from now.” While some would 
have a hiccup in their throats, there 
were others who would take the chal- 
lenge head on. 

Dr. Mohan Raj also possessed a 
hawk’s eye while checking assign- 
ments. He made sure that he read 
every word aloud in the class. This was 
thought of as classroom humiliation 
(though not intended) for some men at 
the expense of giggles from the girls. 
He was a master at spotting chinks in 
people’s armour. 

Not just this, he was no less than a 
CBI inspector when it came to sniffing 
out plagiarism. He could tell which au- 
thor’s influence clouded which stu- 
dent’s writing. Also, he was so erudite 
that he could list out the novels a stu- 
dent had read just by seeing his/her 
choice of words. 

Despite his fine talent, he had not an 
iota of arrogance. He had once written 
a headline and asked for advice. Feed- 
back from students was, “No, Mohan. 
It's lousy”. He just smiled and kept that 
zeal to learn alive. 

* * * 

As head of the Department, Dr Usha 
Vyasulu Reddi brought a new energy to 
the teaching learning environment. 
Shegave a strong impetus to communi- 
cation and research aspects of the cur- 


Prof. B. Nageshwara Rao Prof. D.R. Mohan Raj 





riculum. Usha’s energy as a teacher 
and sense of humour provided a sup- 
portive environment for the students, 
even as she insisted on academic disci- 
pline. Usha went on to become the Di- 
rector of Audio Visual Research Centre 
of Osmania University, Director of 
Commonwealth Education Media Cen- 
tre for Asia (CEMCA) at New Delhi and 
Director of the Centre for Human De- 
velopment at the Administrative Staff 
College of India, Hyderabad. She is a 
much sought after consultant in the 
Open and Distance Learning sector. 
k *k * 

Prof P L Vishweshwar Rao headed 
the Department and later became the 
Principal of Arts College. Many associ- 
ates of his would agree that he is an ac- 
ademician who keeps a wide range of 
interests. He is known to espouse 
many social causes and is a much 
sought after speaker. He has a trade- 
mark style of articulation, which has 
inspired young students from degree 
colleges to find what the journalism de- 
partment is all about and how they can 
be a part of it! Prof Nageshwar is one 
such student, by his own admission. 
Prof Rao completely changed the dy- 
namics of the student teacher interac- 
tion and the interaction between 
colleagues in the department by de- 
mocratising and encouraging argu- 
mentation. However noisy, he believed 
in negotiation that left everyone happy 
at the end. During his tenure, the De- 
partment successfully completed ad- 
vanced phases of SAP. 

* * * 

Dr. Kavita Karan, who also headed 
the Department, is remembered as an 
efficient administrator and to have 
played a substantial role in the upkeep 
of the department. Although she was a 
not a native Telugu speaker, the local 
flavour of her Telugu is still recalled. 

There was one instance that her col- 
leagues will never forget. One day a 
student threatened the professors in 
the Department for having failed him 
in the final exam while others passed. 
In a fit of rage, he tore up his marks 
memo. Almost all the teachers tried to 
pacify him but in vain. Then, Dr. Kavita 
to took over and escorted him to her 
room. Soon, all the redness of rage had 
vanished and he wore a dazed look. 

Intrigued by the change in the stu- 
dent, when colleagues asked her about 
what actually happened, she said that 
she just asked him to find out what's 
good for himself before he compares 
with someone else. All she had done 
was to pose a question in colloquial Tel- 
ugu, “would he blindly go jump in a 
well because someone else did?” 
Dumbstruck, the guy had come out be- 
mused. 

* * * 


Prof. B. Nageshwar Rao, who had 
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been a journalist since his teens and 
went on to be Deputy Editor of Deccan 
Chronicle, was tagged “most favourite’ 
by his students. He had the distinction 
of interviewing Gandhi on the move 
and other Chief Ministers of that time. 
What and how he taught was dubbed, 
‘What they don’t teach at Harvard’. 
Being a vegetarian, he consumed noth- 
ing but bland food, rounded off with a 
cigarette or two. Every puff of smoke 
that came out was followed by great in- 
sights. He was a man who constantly 
fought for justice. 

In one instance, the final exams of 
BCJ were advanced from April third 
week to the last week of March, and an 
atmosphere of stress spread all over, as 
hardly 10-15 per cent of the syllabus 
was covered. It was a time when stu- 
dents carried good amounts of self-re- 
spect, just the way today’s youth carry 
mobile phones. They didn’t want deals 
behind the scenes resulting in good 
grades on paper. Instead, they drafted 
a news report protesting the change for 
Deccan Chronicle. As the issue seemed 
genuine enough, it found space in Dec- 
can Chronicle. Prof. Rao never bent be- 
fore any authority, even though he was 
the PRO of the University and rubbed 
shoulders with the Vice Chancellor and 
others. With all the spotlight on him, 
Prof. Rao still chose not to side with the 
authorities. He was so democratic, eth- 
ical and honest. With all that media at- 
tention, necessary action was taken 
not to reschedule the exams but to give 
students enough time for preparation. 

* * * 


Among the other pillars of the edi- 
fice were Prof. NV.K Murthy, Director 
of the Film Wing, FTII; Prof. Srinivas 
Melkote; Prof. Pradeep Krishnaatray; 
Prof. P.N. Malhan; Dr. Nargis Abra- 
ham, and others who worked selflessly 
for the department helping it to stand 
tall and to earn its place in the country. 

A second generation of leadership 
took over the reins of the Department 
around 2000. Dr. K. Nageshwar’s pe- 
riod was marked by turbulence and 
the untimely death of Yadagiri, a hard- 
working journalist and a Master’s stu- 
dent from Sarvail School in Nalgonda. 

Dr. Y.S. Rajasekhara Reddy inaugu- 
rated the Department’s golden jubilee 
celebrations in 2005. The same year 
the Department came under the 
ASIHSS programme. The year also saw 
the launch of doctoral programme and 
the commissioning of the television 
studio, under the headship of Dr. K. 
Stevenson. 

The Department and was accorded 
the Centre for Advanced Study in 2009. 
Dr. V. Shyam Sunder, Dr. Padmaja 
Shaw guided the Department for the 
next four years organising seminars 
and workshops. Dr. Narender gave a 
facelift to the interiors of the Depart- 
ment while Srinath Reddy continued 
the good work of his predecessor. 

The early years of the 21st century 
also saw a change in the social compo- 
sition of students and an increasing 
number of them veering towards tele- 
vision journalism, thanks to the ex- 
pansion in the number of regional 
channels. Prof. B.Balaswamy, the pres- 
ent Head took over when the Telan- 
gana agitation was at its peak and has 
been organising several events. 

From the past 60 years, thousands of 
students have graduated from the De- 
partment. Some of the distinguished 
products of the department are: S. 
Jaipal Reddy, former Union Minister; K. 
Keshav Rao, also former Union Minis- 
ter; Prof. Srinivas R Melkote, Dean, 
Ohio State University, USA; Prof. Anan- 
tha Babbili, formerly with A & M Uni- 
versity, Texas, USA. Virtually every 
news organisation in the state has 
alumni of the Department in senior ed- 
itorial positions. 
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VOX POPULI 


PORTAL i: 


What inspires today’s youth? 


HIma Bindu Duggirala 


I; was physics professor Richard 
Feynman for Google's co-founder 
Sergey Brin, and 1998 Asian Games 
gold medalist Dingko Singh for box- 
ing star Mary Kom. Almost every- 
body, at least once in their lifetime, 
feel the need to do something note- 
worthy, inspired by an idea, experi- 
ence, emotion or a personality. 

And a person is more likely to be 
driven by passion during ones most 
energetic times of life -youth. Let's 
see what today's youth draw their in- 
spiration from. 

G. Shirisha, a Journalism student 
at OU, says her inspiration in life 
comes from love. According to her, 
love is a feeling that cannot be ex- 
pressed in words. "Love can be to- 
wards parents, friends, nature, 
books or anything in the world," she 
says. She strongly feels that one 
could do miracles in life for love, by 
love, and of love. 

Could Mother Nature inspire us? 
Yes, says Karwan Ibrahim, an Iraqi- 
Kurdish student in OU. As nostalgia 
strikes him, he recalls his childhood 
memories amid green fields in vil- 
lages. 

"When I look at a tree or forest, it 
makes me feel good and happy. Jun- 
gles with trees of great heights give 
me a pleasant feeling and leaves me 
inspired," he says. 

Sneha Verghese, a PhD aspirant, 
spells inspiration as M-o-t-h-e-r. For 
her, her mom is her backbone who 
helped her stay erect in life. 

"My mom has been my strength 
since my childhood. She used to 
push me to do things, which I'd 
never have done but for her. I 
wanted to be like my mom in every 
way. Talk like her, walk like her, 
dress like her and be like her.” 

Looking outside the campus, Naga 


DOCTORATES AWARDED 


Osmania University has recently 
awarded PhDs to 14 candidates who 


standing of the concept of in- 
spiration. According to him, 
every little emotion is an in- 
Spiration. 

“The purity of emotion in- 
Spires me to move ahead in 
life. People don't motivate 

me much because I haven't 
met any of the so-called 
great people, at least not 
yet.” He says that meeting 

someone is of utmost im- 

portance to him before 
he could choose to fol- 
low their footsteps. 
Sasi Kanth Tadimalla 
from Orange City of 

Nagpur and ---, an MCJ stu- 
dent from OU, both eat and 
breathe football, and swear 
by the ‘messi’merising 

power of Messi! 
“Lionel Andres Messi, 
the name is. He is my in- 
spiration. I chose to be- 
come a football player 
after seeing some of his 
unique and MESSmerls- 
ing skills and moves. He 
became the ‘World's Best 
Footballer of the Year’ 
for a whopping four times 
and in a row. Great legends in the 
field couldn't beat this,” exclaims 
Sasi. 

“Football is my religion and Messi 
is my god,” he says. 

While there are many who are 
driven by inspiration and ambition, 
there are always people who argue 
that inspiration starts with 'T’. Never- 
theless, youth and inspiration are 
analogous to a vehicle and fuel. 
Without that push a vehicle gets 
from the fuel running in it, it'd be 
stationary, losing its very purpose of 
motion. So, inspire and get inspired, 
folks. Cheers! 









uct of his 
principles in life. "His 
simplicity, being close to nature 
and his belief in creating with his 
own hands are reflected in the build- 
ings that he built, which inspire me 
the most," she says. 

It need not always be the case that 
a person has to be inspired by just 
one great soul. One may get their 
deeper motivational insights from 
many. 

Mallikarjuna Mullangi, a post- 
graduate from Indian Institute of 
Science Education & Research 
(IISER), Pune, has a different under- 


Trinadh Burra, a graduate of Insti- 
tute of Rural Management, Anand, 
says he is inspired by Verghese 
Kurien, the man behind the coopera- 
tive dairy movement that resulted in 
Amul. Trinadh worked on projects 
that include monitoring MNREGA 
work, but turning into a whistle 
blower handicapped him of the re- 
quired support at work. 

"Drawing inspiration from Vergh- 
ese Kurien, I quit my job, packed my 


bags and set off to a village in Tuni to 
become a farmer," he says, adding 
that he formed a small group that 
sells the produce directly to big buy- 
ers, eliminating middlemen. 

Vaishali Chellappa, an architec- 
ture student, says, “My inspiration to 
pursue things in life comes from a 
lot of people. But the one who has in- 
spired me the most is Ar. Nari (Nari- 
man) Gandhi.” 

She says his architecture is a prod- 


THUMBNAIL 


Journalism alumni, register yourselves 

The Department of Communication & Journalism plans to 
organise an alumni get-together marking its Platinum 
Jubilee this year. Calling all alumni to register themselves 
on the Department’s website: www.osmaniajournalism.org 


Prof. Varalakshmi presents 
paper on tribal arts 


Kautilyan Law (Civil Code) and Its Rel- 
evance, under Prof. P. Shashirekha, 





presented their thesis on various sub- 
jects. 

Nandini C.P. (Law) worked on a the- 
sis titled, ‘Internet Fraud and Law - 
An Indian Perspective, under the su- 
pervision of Prof. RGB Bhagavath 
Kumar, VC, DSNLU, Vishakhapatnam; 
Farheen Sultana Md., (Chemistry) 
worked on ‘Synthesis and Anticancer 
Activity of New Pyrrolobenzodiapine, 
Quinazolinone, Imidazobenzothiazole 
and Chalcone Derivatives, under the 
supervision of Dr. Anmed Kamal, 
IICT, Hyderabad; Zia Ul Haq, (Busi- 
ness Management) wrote his thesis on 
‘Effectiveness of Online Advertising - 
A Study with Reference to Selected 
Cities, guided by Dr. Md. Abdul 
Azeem, Dept. of Management & Com- 
merce, MANUU, Hyderabad; and Mr. 
A. Anil Reddy, (Economics) earned it 
for his thesis titled ‘Management of 
Natural Resources with Special Refer- 
ence to Water Utilisation in Agricul- 
ture - A Case Study Of Andhra 
Padesh, supervised by Prof. G. Lax- 
maih, Dept. of Economics, OU. 

Majula Mane (Electrical Engineer- 
ing) worked on ‘Voltage Sag Detection 
and Classification, supervised by 
Prof. A.V.R.S. Sarma Dept. of Electri- 
cal Engg., UCE, OU; Mr. Kenate 
Worku Tabor (Geography) wrote his 
thesis on ‘Land Use/Cover Dynamics, 
Socio Economic And Environmental 
Transformations And Implications: A 
Geographical Study of the Fringe Of 
Finfine (Addis Ababa) City, Ethiopia, 
supervised by Prof. A. Kamalakar 
Reddy, Dept. of Geography, OU; Gan- 
tepaka Srinu studied the ‘Sanskrit, 


Dept. of Sanskrit, OU; M. Venkatesam 
(Political Science) earned it for ‘Poli- 
cies and Programmes For Rural Devel- 
opment: A Study of Medak District in 
Andhra Pradesh, under Prof. H.D 
Dwarakanth, Dept. of Political Sci- 
ence, SAP College, Vikarabad; Sonti 
Vijayasri (Sociology) wrote her thesis 
on ‘A Sociological Study of Urban 
Women Professionals in Hyderabad, 
supervised by Prof. P. Kamala Rao, 
Dept. of Sociology, OU; while Zahra 
Hojjati (Physical Education) studied 
‘Effect of Interval Aerobic Exercise on 
Some Indicators of Pulmonary Func- 
tion and Vo2max in Sedentary Female 
students, under Dr. Rajesh Kumar, 
Dept. of Physical Education, OU; 
Maryam Mousavi (Education) wrote 
her thesis on ‘Feasibility and Applica- 
tion of ICT in Secondary Schools, 
which was supervised by Prof. C. Mat- 
dhumathi, Dept. of Education, OU. 
T.S. Shrivalli (Education) studied 
‘Understanding Levels of Teacher 
Trainees on Relevance of Computer 
Technology in Teaching and Learning 
Process, supervised by Dr. B. Vijaya 
Lakshmi, IASE, Faculty of Eduation, 
OU; Hossein Soltani (Physical Educa- 
tion) worked on ‘Comparative Analy- 
sis of Anxiety and Self Confidence 
among elite and Non-elite Team Game 
Players and Indiviual Players in Iran, 
supervised by Prof. K. Surender 
Reddy, Dept. of Physical Education, 
OU, and Arun Kumar Thipparthi (Eng- 
lish) presented his thesis on ‘Robert 
Stone’s Select Fiction: A Critical 
Study’, under the supervision of Prof. 
A. Karunakar, Dept. of English, OU. 








Prof. R. Varalakshmi, Head, Department of His- 
tory, has presented a paper titled, ‘Tribal Arts and 
Crafts of Andhra Pradesh: Continuity and Change’ 
at the 2014 International Academic Conference or- 
ganised by the International Institute of Social and 
Economic Sciences at Vienna, Austria. The paper 
dealt with various tribal arts and crafts of Andhra 
Pradesh, focusing on their continuity and change. 
The purpose of the conference was to showcase 
the need for studying the subject keenly in order 
to protect the cultural heritage. 


Seminar on Urdu ‘Shaer?’ 


A one-day national seminar, ‘Asre-Hazir ki Urdu 
Shaeri’ and book release function was organised by 
the Department of Urdu, OU, on August 8 at Urdu 
Hall, Himayat Nagar. It was followed by the launch 
of a collection of poetry, ‘Dil Keh Raha Hai’ by Dr. 
Mohd. Abdul Muyeed, Head, Dept. of Urdu. The 
seminar was sponsored by UGC. 


Librarians’ Day celebrated 


Librarians’ Day was celebrated on August 12 at 
ICSSR-SRC Conference Hall, University Library 
building, OU. The chief guest was K. Pratap Reddy, 
Registrar, OU; and the guests of honor were Prof. 
S. Seetha Rama, DRTC, Bangalore, Prof. S. Sudar- 
shan Rao, ICSSR Senior Fellow and Prof. V. Vishwa 
Mohan, Head, Chairman, BOS, DLIS, OU. 
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Batting 1n the dark 


I'M THE 
BATMAN 


’ 
» 


I shun the daylight, 
But quite mighty 1n the night. 


Neither I'm a bird and never an insect, 


Nor am I a blood-thirst suspect! 


Iam of course a mammal, 

Just like you and the hardy camel. 
Steered by my inbuilt sonar, 

Yet believed to be blind? 

Huh! Hardly an honour! 


RB are that set of misinter- 
preted, exploited yet intelli- 

gent creatures that the 

mankind has taken for granted. 
These tiny, nocturnal beings 
comprise 25 per cent of the entire 
mammal population. After the ro- 
dent species, they are also the second 


largest existing species of mammals, com- 
prising 20 per cent of all classified mam- 


mals worldwide. 
The bat population is broadly cate- 


THE BAT, 
MAN!! 
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Winged 


farmers' friends. They eat the overripe 
fruits thereby acting as seed dispensers or 


forests. 


pollinators and help in the expansion of 


About 70 per cent of the bat species fall 
under the insectivorous or the insect-eat- 
ing category. They feed on moths and 
other insects that are detrimental to the 

crop. Bat guano is also used a fertiliser. 
Moreover, bats are nature's mos- 
quito mats. When a bat is left in a 
room for an hour, it can eat up to 
300 mosquitoes. So that's where 
these tiny selfless creatures 
could successfully replace the 
so-called 'mosquito bats' that we 
proudly use at our homes. 
So, the next time we consider a bat 
as a bad omen or call it a bird or an insect 


gorised into Frugivorous and Insectivo- 


rous. The minority frugivourous, or 


fruit-eating, bats survive on fruits and are 


or also a vampire just because one may 
presume that it's blood-thirsty, remember, 
it's not a devil, it's a practice. 


Story and illustration by 


Think-a-wink 


Hima Bindu Duggirala 


1. What word becomes shorter 
when you add two letters to it? 

2. If an electric train is travelling 
south, which way is the smoke 
going? 

3. How do you make the number 
one disappear? 

4. Name four days of the week 
that start with the letter "t"? 

5. What word becomes a palin- 
drome when viewed upside down 
and backwards? 

6. The more of them you take, 
the more you leave behind. What 
are they? 

7. A traveller comes to a fork in 
the road which leads to two vil- 
lages. In one village the people al- 
ways tell lies, and in the other 
village the people always tell the 
truth. The traveller needs to con- 
duct business in the village where 
everyone tells the truth. A man 
from one of the villages is standing 
in the middle of the fork, but there 
is no indication of which village he 
is from. The traveller approaches 
the man and asks him one ques- 
tion. From the villager's answer, he 
knows which road to follow. What 
did the traveller ask? 
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8. A farmer has 17 sheep, and all 
but 9 die. How many are left? 

9. A REBUS is a picture repre- 
sentation of a name, work, or 
phrase. Each "rebus" puzzle box 
below portrays a common word or 
phrase. Can you guess what it is? 


HIMA BINDU DUGGIRALA 
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Realistic portrayal 


Yasir Muhammed NV 


D: not judge a book by its cover, it 
is often said. And do not watch a 
trailer before going to the movie, my 
friends seem to add. I got a series of 
annoyed comments from them for 
having watched the trailer of ‘Mary 
Kom’. But my visit to the theatre 
cleared the haze and now, I extend 


my kudos to the entire cast and crew 
of the movie unit. 


MOVIE REVIEW 


‘Mary Kom is a biopic on the fa- 
mous Indian woman boxing cham- 
pion of the same name. Omung 
Kumar, a debutant director, narrates 
how the belligerent daughter of a 
rice farmer rose to being a boxing 
champion. Although there were com- 
ments that Priyanka Chopra, the pro- 
tagonist, looks no way close to Mary, 
she takes the challenge, head-on. Her 
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arms and shoulders were sculpted to 
look lethal. 

The film commences at a point 
when pregnant Mary walks with her 
husband during a curfew to fetch a 
vehicle for a hospital. The director 
adds variety by peeking in the flash- 
back, but it wasn't a completely 
praiseworthy narration, one could 
Say. 

Once the audience are back from 
munching some chips and sipping a 
beverage, the story progresses to a 
point where Mary is a married 
woman and is blessed with twins. 
Apart from just revolving around the 
protagonist, Omung and the writer, 
Saiwyn Quadras, attempt to highlight 
a lot more - women empowerment, 
the shoddy treatment of athletes by 
the government bodies, the igno- 
rance many Indians have for the peo- 
ple of the northeast, the difficulty 
women face in balancing personal 
and professional lives, the way her 
husband Onler pushes Mary to get 
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 
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back to boxing while he acts both 
mom and dad for their little ones --- 
all these aspects give the film a cut 
from the so-called time-tested formu- 
lae of film-making. 

The director has used all his not- 
so-famous faces who surround 
Priyanka to give the movie a convinc- 
ing texture. The performances of 
Robin Das, who plays Mary's father, 
and of the coach Sunil Thapa hold 
waters in the retention basin. 

Though the film wasn't shot in Ma- 
nipur, Omung is quite good at creat- 
ing a believable world. He proved his 
point that a film can survive the high 
tides of the boring rom-com and 
other drooling masala. One of the 
best sports-cum-action directors, 
Rob Millers' touch to the film bridged 
the reel-real gap in bringing the true 
spirit of the sport. This was yet an- 
other reason why the film delivered 
quality and made its audience stick 
to the seat till the very end. Interest- 
ing camera angles and creative edit- 
ing are a credit to the movie. 

Omung's debut is definitely worth 
it. He has successfully captured the 
essence of Mary Kom’s life, one must 
say. One of my favourite scenes is 
when the national anthem plays. I 
have never heard it in such a way, I 
literally had goose bumps. 

The only thing that pinches is that 
the flick has been released every- 
where, except for Mary's home state 
of Manipur. It's because of a ban im- 
posed by the Revolutionary People's 
Front on Hindi films in the north- 
eastern states since 2000. It is a bit 
disheartening that people there 
couldn't watch the movie that show- 
cases a daughter of the soil. 


‘Mary Kom’ - Hindi - 122 minutes. 
Starring: Priyanka Chopra, Sunil 
Thapa, Darshan Kumaar, Rajni 
Basumatary, Zachary Coffin, Shishir 
Sharma, et al. Directed by Omung 
Kumar. 
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